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I Am NOT Pack Leader- I mean did you see me walk up and sniff YOUR Butt?





By Chris





  Spank, don’t spank, time out, time out is useless, it’s all about respect…When scholars can’t even agree on humane methods to raise children, how is a dog owner supposed know what is right in dog training.  For years I was a compulsion trainer (interchangeable with term Pack leader, jerk and pull, choke trainer).  It made sense-I mean dogs have to respect your authority or they will develop massive behavior problems, right?  Training is all in the tone of voice-so I guess when you have to choke them until they give back their dinner you are being to what…sweet?      





   I think if I have to say the phrase “I know you have had dogs before, but you need to go to a puppy class” one more time my throat will go on strike.  But no matter how many times we techs tell you the client it just isn’t getting through.  





   Do you know what you learn in dog class?  EMPOWERMENT!  A positive reinforcement class teaches you modern, cutting edge methods for eliciting wanted, correct behavior from your dog and extinguishing unwanted behaviors!  You learn how to avoid having him become an out of control, aggressive maniac.  You learn how to have a well socialized, mannerly dog-which is vital if your dog is over 40lbs and recommended if they are under.  You win the ultimate prize: you can avoid making that final, horrible appointment that you must make when your cute, adorable puppy becomes a violent, aggressive liability and has bitten and is threatening the family’s safety.  





    So why am I being so critical?  Simple-you have great information and resources available to you.  One evening a week a trainer will help you mold your dog into the wonderful companion you deserve.  They can stop bad habits in both you and the dog quickly and arm you with great techniques.  I wish that someone would have pulled me aside when I was headed down a long road and said “Skip the pain, the heartache, and the frustration.  There’s a better way.”  We in the veterinary field are trained to spot early problems in the new dog/human relationship.


   





When we address these problems early we can steer you to the right help and you can take corrective measures early.  Your dog will be with you for 7+ years.  Doesn’t he deserve 7 evenings of your time?





Warning:  Do not be fooled by imitations!  Positive does not mean saying “Good Boy” as you  


choke them until their eyes pop out of their heads.  


Choke chains or pinch collars DO NOT go with 


positive reinforcement style dog training.  If these training devices are allowed in the classes you are considering RUN don’t walk to another business.








Small Bites:  Don’t forget to submit a picture to be included in our “Patients of Morris Hospital” calendar.  Bring in a picture of your pet, past or present, or email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:morrishospital@gmail.com" ��morrishospital@gmail.com� .  Pre-paid calendars are $18 with proceeds supporting the Morris Hospital Stray Fund.  Pictures must be submitted by November 1.





Looking for information on ear infections?  Have questions about arthritis?  Check out 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.petmd.com/" ��http://www.petmd.com/� .  They are a wealth of information, plus have humorous blogs and expert incites.  





Can’t find pet friendly events in Michigan?


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dogfriendly.com/server/general/events/event/eventMI.shtml" ��http://www.dogfriendly.com/server/general/events/event/eventMI.shtml� has events listed that are sure to please the whole family.





Looking for a pet friendly hotel?  On the road and need a vet?  Check out http://www.pawtrotter.com/mobile/ mobile app available from iTunes.


�   Need a laugh?


http://www.peepresearch.org/surgery.html


























27. Salt -If eaten in large quantities it may lead to electrolyte imbalances. (seizures and brain swelling) Common sources are play dough, paintaballs, and ocean salt water)





28. String -Can become trapped in the digestive system; called a "string foreign body."





29. Sugary foods -Can lead to obesity, dental problems, and possibly diabetes mellitus.





30. Table scraps (in large amounts) Table scraps are not nutritionally balanced. They should never be more than 10% of the diet. Fat should be trimmed from meat; bones should not be fed.





31. Tobacco -Contains nicotine, which affects the digestive and nervous systems. Can result in rapid heart beat, collapse, coma, and death.








Upcoming Morris Hospital Events:





Warn the little furies to be good for goodness sake.





Annual Pet Pictures with Santa 


Wednesday, November 17, 4-6pm


Saturday, December 4, 12-2pm 





Annual Christmas Party December 22, 12-6pm.  Join us for refreshments and great stories as we celebrate the Holidays together!  Please leave your pets at home.


�

















14. Fish (raw, canned or cooked) -If fed exclusively or in high amounts can result in a thiamine (a B vitamin) deficiency leading to loss of appetite, seizures, and in severe cases, death.





15. Hops -Unknown compound causes panting, increased heart rate, elevated temperature, seizures, and death.





16. Human vitamin supplements containing iron -Can damage the lining of the digestive system and be toxic to the other organs including the liver and kidneys.





17. Macadamia nuts -Contain an unknown toxin, which can affect the digestive and nervous systems and muscle.





18. Marijuana -Can depress the nervous system, cause vomiting, and changes in the heart rate.





19. Milk and other dairy products -Some adult dogs and cats may develop diarrhea if given large amounts of dairy products.





20. Moldy or spoiled food, garbage -Can contain multiple toxins causing vomiting and diarrhea and can also affect other organs.





21. Mushrooms -Can contain toxins, which may affect multiple systems in the body, cause shock, and result in death.





22. Persimmons -Seeds can cause intestinal obstruction and enteritis.





23. Pits from peaches and plums -Can cause obstruction of the digestive tract.





24. Raw eggs -Contain an enzyme called avidin, which decreases the absorption of biotin (a B vitamin). This can lead to skin and hair coat problems. Raw eggs may also contain Salmonella.





25. Raw meat -May contain bacteria such as Salmonella and E. coli, which can cause vomiting and diarrhea.





26. Rhubarb leaves -Contain oxalates, which can affect the digestive, nervous, and urinary systems.






































�


Happy and Safe Holidays from the staff of Morris Hospital!  May 2011 be a prosperous, joyous, and economically sound one for our country and our great clients.  We look forward to being there to support you and keep your pets healthy in the year to come!








VPI also has a great website that is very easy to navigate.  Each member will be able to access their own account and check the status of claims, both pending and processed.  





Morris Hospital highly recommends having some type of pet insurance.  It can make a really big difference for owners in deciding how to best care for their pets.  A few of our staff members have VPI for their own pets and have seen a huge benefit.  From foreign body ingestion to cancer, our staff members have had many issues with their pets.  Thankfully they have pet insurance and they can honestly say it has truly helped.  





There are other pet insurances such as Pet Plan, AKC, ASPC and more.  We personally do not have experience with these other plans, but they are also good companies.  If you have any questions please ask a technician or visit the VPI website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.petinsurance.com/" �www.petinsurance.com�.





Small Bite:  A beloved pet escaping is a terrifying nightmare that too many pet owners will experience.  Make sure that you give your pet every chance of being recovered and reunited with you.  A 1-2 punch is a great ID tag and a microchip.  http://www.idtag.com/ offers the Smart Tag. “With SmartTag and our Protection Plans you will ensure your pet is protected with today's highest level security. Store & edit vital information about your pet including images, descriptions and multiple emergency contacts. Only SmartTag can broadcast your pet's information to local shelters and lost-pet websites, saving critical time during a loss.” Microchiping is essential!  Collars and ID tags can easily be torn off.  A microchip is a permanent implant that proves your ownership no matter what and can help reunite families!  The procedure is no more involved than receiving a vaccination!


Small Bites:  When our pets are no longer with us we can still keep a piece of them close to our hearts.  Check out � HYPERLINK "http://www.glassremembrance.com" ��www.glassremembrance.com� for the latest in memorial jewelry.  


COMMON FOOD TOXINS- Foods that may be fine for people but are harmful to our pets


1. CHOCOLATE - 2-3 ounces of bakers chocolate lethal for a 20-lb. dog- (milk chocolate requires larger amount)


3. Nutmeg- high levels can be fatal. Signs include tremors, seizures, and nervous system abnormalities.


4. Coffee, Tea, and other Caffeine -Contain caffeine, theobromine, or theophylline, which can cause vomiting and diarrhea and be toxic to the heart and nervous systems.


5. Onions and Garlic (raw, cooked, or powder) Contain sulfoxides and disulfides, which can damage red blood cells and cause anemia. Cats are more susceptible than dogs. Garlic is less toxic than onions.


6. Grapes and Raisins and Currents - these can be deadly to the kidneys. No known problems have occurred as a result of grape seed oil. 


7. Xylitol (artificial sweetener)-Can cause very low blood sugar (hypoglycemia), which can result in vomiting, weakness and collapse. In high doses can cause liver failure.


8. Alcoholic beverages -Can cause intoxication, coma, and death.


9. Avocado -The leaves, seeds, fruit, and bark contain persin, which can cause vomiting and diarrhea.


10. Bones from fish, poultry, or other meat sources -Can cause obstruction or laceration of the digestive system.


11. Yeast dough -Can expand and produce gas in the digestive system, causing pain and possible rupture of the stomach or intestines.


12. Citrus oil extracts -Can cause vomiting.


13. Fat trimmings -Can cause pancreatitis.































































































.  This may be obvious in your 40lbs for $4 dog food, but it may also be how your 20lbs for $15 brand of food was made.  


Nutrition is about more than filling our pet’s stomachs.  It is about nourishing them.  Nutrition plays such a big part in who our animal companions become.  GOOD nutrition helps to keep their bones and muscles strong, their coats glossy, and even their personalities more stable.  With proper nutrition, pets are even able to cope with stress better.  This means quality meat, fat, and carbohydrate sources.    


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://advocacy.britannica.com/blog/advocacy/wp-content/uploads/0000102262-dog000002-004.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


Bad                               Good


 aNIMAL FAT/DIGEST/


BYPRODUCTS�
FLAXSEED,Canola,SAFFLOWER OIL�
�
MEAT/MEAT MEAL�
CHICKEN, LAMB�
�
CORN/GLUTEN MEAL�
MILLET,BARLEY,SWEET POTATOES/BROWN RICE�
�



In all fairness, quality don’t come cheap.  It also aint stocked at the Kroger.  Whatever your choice to feed is, know what you are feeding and why you are feeding it.  Understand that sometimes you will look into the bank account and have to cut corners by purchasing lesser quality food.  However, be an informed consumer and make this decision based on fact not misleading information.  Don’t just listen to the guy at the pet store, your neighbor, or the really cute commercial.  Realize that you do get what you pay for.  





Free Dog Training E Book


Check out http://www.petexpertise.com/.  This site has a great selection of training aids shipped right to your dog.  Under the Information tab at the bottom there are articles, and a problem solving section, and a free downloadable book that helps with training!





























Copying linked text boxes


You can copy an article or a chain of text boxes that are linked together, to another document or to another location in the same document. To copy linked text boxes and the text they contain, you must copy all the linked text boxes in an article. Select the first text box in an article. Hold down Shift, and click each additional text boxes you want to copy. On the Edit menu, click Copy. Click where you want to copy the text boxes and then click Paste.


To copy some of the text from an article, select the text you want to copy from the article and then copy it. Do not select the text box. You can paste text you’ve copied directly into your document, into another location within the same article, or into another article.(





New Insurance Plans from VPI





By Michelle





Don’t wait until it is too late to make sure you can help your pet.  Medical care, even routine can be costly.  You never know when an emergency might occur. Accidents and illnesses happen to pets just as readily as they do in children. 





Veterinary Pet Insurance (VPI) has been around for over 30 years to aid in the financial aspects of medical care for pets.  VPI works in the fact that you pay an annual (or monthly) premium.  You pick your plan and your annual deductible. The deductibles range from $100 to $1,000. You take your animal to the veterinarian and you pay for your pet’s treatment at the time of service.  You then fax or mail a VPI claim form along with a copy of your receipts.  After meeting your policy’s annual deductible, you are reimbursed according to your plan’s benefit schedule.





VPI has recently added new plans.  The plan that covers the most issues is called the “VPI Major Medical Plan”.  This plan covers accidents, illness and even hereditary problems such as hip dysplasia.  The next plan is called “VPI Medical Plan”.  It covers accidents and illness. Then there is the “VPI Injury Plan”, which only covers accidents.  There is also a “Feline Select Plan”, which covers the 15 most common ailments in felines and an “Avian & Exotic Pet Plan” for birds, rabbits, ferrets, reptiles and pocket pets.





In addition to the Medical Plans, VPI also offers “Wellness” plans which help cover costs of routine vaccinations, blood work, x-rays, spays or neuters and dental cleaning and more.  There are two levels of wellness coverage which can be added on to any of the Medical plans.
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