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Keeping Your Pet Healthy While Keeping Your Wallet Healthy


chris





There really aren’t places suffering quite like Michigan.  Everyone is looking anywhere they can to save as much money as they possibly can while not short cutting quality, service, or product.     





Firstly, we all want the best medical care for our families and our pets.  Unfortunately, good care can come at a financial burden.  Many times we say “I am not going to do anything because…” This is the worst thing you can do.  Even minimal yearly preventive care is so very important to be aware of problems creeping up.  Even when you can’t address these issues as fully as you would like, sometimes there are small steps that can help.  





Our veterinarian’s job is to give your pet a thorough physical exam and based on findings outline a treatment/diagnostic plan.  Your responsibility is to either say go ahead –if finances are not a concern- or to ask for an estimate so that you can make a financially informed decision.  You will end up in quick financial trouble if you blindly approve treatment without asking the costs- ignorance is no excuse to get out of a bill that you have approved!  Most veterinary clinics do not offer payments so it is critical to avoid sticker shock and ask to know how much your bill is at every step of the way, especially when the treatment plan changes and evolves.  This way your pet gets important care and you don’t leave with an unexpected hole in your bank account.  





Unexpected emergencies can come up quickly.  It is vital that you have some type of planned fund available to cover medical crisis.  This can be a pet dedicated savings account, a pet dedicated credit card, or a savings account with your veterinarian.  Did you know that all veterinary clinics will take pre-payments to build up a “cushion” account for whatever your pet needs.  You would be surprised how quickly $10 or $20 per month makes a nice nest egg and peace of mind.  


Many of our clients in July alone thanked their lucky stars that they had the foresight to have pet insurance.  Two of the major unexpected surgeries that we performed this month were a grass/string impaction in the small intestines 
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Morris Hospital Pet Portals: Operators Are Standing By 


Going to board your dog or leave them with a pet sitter? The Tools section has a very comprehensive Pet Care List that is fully interactive.  This guide walks you through effectively communicating you wishes and creating organized feeding instruction, medication schedules, or any wishes that you have for the care giver to help minimize stress to everyone.  Using this service allows you to also take your time and plan emergency wishes.  You can leave detailed information regarding daytime veterinary clinic information, as well as emergency clinic information.  You can also leave emergency care instructions such as a financial cap on spending if emergency care is necessary.  


Under the Care Guide section are many great hand outs on behavior, allergies, diseases, and many more.  


The newest and most exciting feature is the online store.  Over 500 products are available from flea products to pharmaceuticals.  This gives you a variety of products that can be delivered right to your door!  The store offers great over-the-counter items such as dental care products, pet food, and a great variety of Lupine collars and leashes.  The Lupine Company offers a lifetime guarantee on all of their products-even if chewed or destroyed; just return the tatters and get a replacement product for free! 


Check out Pet Portals from our website today.  See how it can enhance you life today!





Annual Physical Examination


It's that time of year again. Time to take your cat or dog to the veterinarian for his annual examination. But maybe you're thinking that you might skip it this year. After all, he isn't sick. Maybe you will just put it off until next year - what could it hurt?


Actually, delaying an annual physical examination can hurt. Annual physical examinations are an important part of providing optimal health care and the best longevity for your beloved companion. Dogs age quickly and they are unable to tell us if they are feeling a little off. One year in your life is like 5 to 10 years in your dog's life. A lot can change in that much time.


Sometimes, your pet can be ill for weeks and you are unaware of it. This may not be from a lack of monitoring or caring; your pet just hides his illness until it is so far advanced he has no choice but to show signs of disease.


Your veterinarian has special training and experience in detecting subtle illness in animals. Listening to the heart can detect murmurs. Increased lung sounds may indicate early illness. Abdominal palpation may reveal pain in certain areas, abnormal size and shape of various organs or even tumors. Checking the eyes can detect early signs of cataract or other ocular problems. Ears may be in need of cleaning or medication. Dental disease may be detected as well as signs of allergies or skin problems. It's easier for someone who doesn't see your dog every day to detect lumps and bumps that you may not have noticed. Comparing annual weights, too, can determine if your pet is heading down the path to obesity or is slowly losing weight.


As a pet reaches middle to old age, annual physical examinations become even more important. Certain problems that you may simply attribute to "old age," and just something you will have to live with, may be signs of underling disease and may be very treatable. Annual physical examinations also give you an opportunity to ask your veterinarian any questions you may have about your pet's health. Your veterinarian may recommend certain additional tests to determine overall health based on physical examination findings or may have suggestions for improving the quality of your pet's life. Remember, the primary goal for your veterinarian is to keep your dog healthy and provide the best care available.


A thorough physical examination can detect on a variety of illnesses and prevent potential catastrophic disease. By finding, diagnosing and treating these problems early, your pet will live a much healthier and longer life.


Provided By PetPlace.com - Dr. Dawn Ruben from Pet Portals
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Although the mulch had NO warnings printed on the label the company's web site lists this product as HIGHLY toxic to dogs and cats.





Cocoa Mulch is manufactured by Hershey's, and they claim that "It is true that studies have shown that 50% of the dogs that eat Cocoa Mulch can suffer physical harm to a variety of degrees (depending on each individual dog).  However, 98% of all dogs won't eat it."  *Check out Snopes www.snopes.com/critters/crusader/cocoamulch.asp *   





Heartworm Season?


Chris


We used to say to keep your dog on heartworm preventive during “heartworm season”.   Boy, have things have changed.  We now know that cats must also be on preventive.  We know that indoor cats are at risk for heartworm disease as well.  Unlike for dogs there is no treatment; if they get the disease, only a very dangerous, expensive surgery or luck of the draw are your only options.  In dogs treatment consists of a series of arsenic injections.  


Many medical advancements have taken place in the world of preventive medicine.  With many thanks to safe combination products we can prevent fleas, intestinal parasites, and life threatening heartworm disease in one product!  But this can only happen if we use the products.  The cost of dworming a 50lb dog for round worm can be $160!  Treating an existing flea problem can be expensive and frustrating.  Fleas can cause skin infections, constant scratching, and misery!  Heartworm treatment is dangerous and can cost $1000-2000!  Never treat what you can prevent!


�





Did You Know?


-If you have seen 1 flea you may have thousands living in your carpet, bedding, pets, furniture, etc!  One treatment IS NOT enough to eradicate this blood thirsty vulture!  You must treat for at least 3-6 months OR LONGER with a quality product.  Many times we blame the product for “failing” when the error was our lack of follow through and correct product usage.





Springtime Toxins


By Erica Cargill, CVT and Justine Lee, DVM, DACVECC





Spring is just around the corner! Plant bulbs are just as excited to break through the ground to add some color to our yards as we are to see some greenery! That said, we need to be aware of the potential dangers spring plants can be for our pets. Here is a list of some of the most common spring plants and their toxicities, so you know how to pet-proof your garden and keep your pet safe!








Tulips and hyacinth





Tulips contain allergenic lactones while hyacinths contain similar alkaloids. The toxic principle of these plants is very concentrated in the bulbs (versus the leaf or flower), so make sure your dog isn’t digging up the bulbs in the garden. When the plant parts or bulbs are chewed or ingested, it can result in tissue irritation to the mouth and esophagus. Typical signs include profuse drooling, vomiting or even diarrhea, depending on the amount consumed. There’s no specific antidote, but with supportive care from the veterinarian (including rinsing the mouth, anti-vomiting medication and possibly subcutaneous fluids), animals do quite well. With large ingestions of the bulb, more severe symptoms such as an increase in heart rate and changes in respiration can be seen, and should be treated by a veterinarian. These more severe signs are seen in our overzealous, chowhound Labradors.


 






























































.  This may be obvious in your 40lbs for $4 dog food, but it may also be how your 20lbs for $15 brand of food was made.  


Nutrition is about more than filling our pet’s stomachs.  It is about nourishing them.  Nutrition plays such a big part in who our animal companions become.  GOOD nutrition helps to keep their bones and muscles strong, their coats glossy, and even their personalities more stable.  With proper nutrition, pets are even able to cope with stress better.  This means quality meat, fat, and carbohydrate sources.    


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://advocacy.britannica.com/blog/advocacy/wp-content/uploads/0000102262-dog000002-004.jpg" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


Bad                               Good


 aNIMAL FAT/DIGEST/


BYPRODUCTS�
FLAXSEED,Canola,SAFFLOWER OIL�
�
MEAT/MEAT MEAL�
CHICKEN, LAMB�
�
CORN/GLUTEN MEAL�
MILLET,BARLEY,SWEET POTATOES/BROWN RICE�
�



In all fairness, quality don’t come cheap.  It also aint stocked at the Kroger.  Whatever your choice to feed is, know what you are feeding and why you are feeding it.  Understand that sometimes you will look into the bank account and have to cut corners by purchasing lesser quality food.  However, be an informed consumer and make this decision based on fact not misleading information.  Don’t just listen to the guy at the pet store, your neighbor, or the really cute commercial.  Realize that you do get what you pay for.  





Free Dog Training E Book


Check out http://www.petexpertise.com/.  This site has a great selection of training aids shipped right to your dog.  Under the Information tab at the bottom there are articles, and a problem solving section, and a free downloadable book that helps with training!





























Copying linked text boxes


You can copy an article or a chain of text boxes that are linked together, to another document or to another location in the same document. To copy linked text boxes and the text they contain, you must copy all the linked text boxes in an article. Select the first text box in an article. Hold down Shift, and click each additional text boxes you want to copy. On the Edit menu, click Copy. Click where you want to copy the text boxes and then click Paste.


To copy some of the text from an article, select the text you want to copy from the article and then copy it. Do not select the text box. You can paste text you’ve copied directly into your document, into another location within the same article, or into another article.(





Pet Portals: Making Your Life More Convenient


Chris


Many of you are aware that as an extension of our website we offer a service called Pet Portals.  Unfortunately, some clients may not understand the vast resources this service provides.  


The Portals are designed around one idea: convenience!  The portals are open 24/7 for your convenience.  It is like having your own free pet personal assistant.  This means that you can request an appointment for your pet even after the office has closed!  Now you can call, email, use your iPhone or Blackberry to contact Morris Hospital anytime YOU want.  


Using your email address, log on to your personal portal right from our � HYPERLINK "http://www.morrisvet.com" ��www.morrisvet.com� homepage.  From there you can reset your password if needed, or call the office and we will be happy to assist you to have full access to your very own portal.  The portal allows you to access many features to help keep your pet’s life running smoothly.  Have a medication schedule to remember?  Need to remind yourself to give a monthly pill or apply monthly flea preventive?  Need to give a weekly injection or take Fluffy to the office for a weekly injection?  You can set up email reminders right in the Tools tab so you never have to worry about forgetting important medication again.  


Take a few minutes and see what all you can do through the portals.  


-Request medication refills during and after hours


-See current vaccine status and print off proof for boarding or grooming shops


-Email staff questions regarding pet care, medication use, behavior- whatever you need





and a plastic toy obstruction removal from the intestines.  Both of these dogs would have either died very painful deaths at home or their families would have had to euthanize if they had not had the reimbursement plan of pet insurance.  


A little planning can really help to alleviate the burden and worry that comes with unexpected or expected expenses.


Have a Penny Take a Penny


Chris


Our lives will be a constant revolving door of sliding in and out of need/want/have/excess/too little/desperate/comfortable, well, you get the picture.   Hopefully, when we are in need someone reaches out make our burden a little lighter.  In return when we get back into that comfortable place we should feel an obligation to pass on that gift of assistance.  


One great organization that provides such assistance is Michigan based Tailwaggers www.tailwaggersusa.org/.  This is a great organization that is truly there for those in need.  This group helps in areas of medical care financial need, re-homing pets, and general assistance in helping families and their pets stay together through tough times.  While offering assistance in many ways, this group also takes monetary donations, as well as volunteers.  Have some extra bounty in your life?  Give back in any way that you can.  Need a hand?  Know that there is help out there for you.  


Just for Fun


Chris


If you’re like me you’re a sucker for cheap entertainment.  I have recently become very hooked on internet zoo cameras, especially Washington’s National Zoo naked mole rats.  Have some fun and enjoy some good, clean family entertainment.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.zoos-worldwide.de/zoocams.html" ��http://www.zoos-worldwide.de/zoocams.html�


Enjoy!
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